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Chamber Officers:

President: Greq Schmieg
President-Elect: Bruce Maloy

Past-President: Lori Quinlan
Secretary: William Moran
Treasurer: Allen Parham

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
United Home Care
99 Hill Haven Road
Greenville, GA 30222
770.3362.2450
Contact: Sally Turner

The President Theatre
Community Arts Center
P.O. Box 353
Manchester, GA 31816
Contact: Regina Garrett

Hill's Promotions

alk/a Kaeser & Blair, Inc.
P.O. Box 37

Greenville, GA 30222
706.672.4243

T. A. Construction

939 John Alford Road
Manchester, GA 31816
Contact: Tommy Arnold
706.846.8047

D & D Foods, Inc.
P.O. Box 4301
Columbus, GA 31914
Contact: Linda Davis
706.332.4507

August, 2008

Accepting Applications for Leadership Mertwether

The Leadership Meriwether program is designed for any citizen interested in
learning more about the operations of the county; meeting other leaders and
becoming actively involved in shaping your county’s future. Sessions will be
held once per month on Wednesdays, beginning on September 10th and
concluding May 20, 2009. Each session will feature a different segment of
county business, including government; public safety; health and human
services; education; tourism and recreation and economic development. Participants will also
have an opportunity to visit the State Capitol while the Legislature is in session; work on a
group project and develop leadership skills. The Leadership Meriwether Steering Committee
includes: Lori Quinlan (Georgia Power); Paul Penn (County Administrator): Kip Purvis
(Meriwether County Development Authority); Sabra McCullar (Meriwether County Tourism);
Sally Estes (Greenville Better Home Town); Faye Perdue (State Farm); John Abney
(Roosevelt Warm Springs); Chris Wilson (Meriwether County Interagency Council); Ann Spain
(Mountain 94.5/Channel 17); Carol Lane (Meriwether County Schools) and Carolyn McKinley
(Meriwether County Chamber of Commerce). If you are interested in learning more about the
program, contact 706.655.2558 or email meriwetherchamber@windstream.net

Congratulations Meriwether County Leaders!

Congratulations to Meriwether County Development Authority, Meriwether County Board of
Commissioners, County Administrator Paul Penn and County Attorney
Tyron Elliott. These groups and individuals have worked tirelessly and
cooperatively to bring new industry to our county and their work con-
tinues to pay off. Two new industries, Chowel Weldparts and Classic
Signature Foods have announced their intent to locate in Meriwether
Park and will bring 325 jobs and a $25 million dollar investment to the
county. Chowel Weldparts is a Korean-based firm and a supplier to
Dongwon Autopart Technology, Sewon, KIA and Hyundai. The com-
pany will locate on a 20-acre site and construct a 100,000 foot facility.
Classic Signature Foods, a manufacturer of food processor dressings,
sauces and seasonings, is based in in Atlanta and has selected a 10-
acre site in Meriwether Park. Cowel Weldparts and Classic Signature
Foods make four new industries that have chosen to locate in Meriwether County since Octo-
ber 2007 when Dongwon announced it would locate in Meriwether County. This economic and
industrial development is a reflection of the unified work underway by our county’s leadership
and we should all applaud their accomplishments.

Chamber Board to Meet at F & M Bank and Trust Company

The Chamber Board of Directors will meet on September 4, B
2008 at the newly renovated F & M Bank and Trust Company

in Manchester. The Board is committed to increasing its ;
presence and visibility throughout the county and equally
committed to inviting local businesses to attend to share in-
formation and ask questions. If your company is interested in
hosting the Board or inviting Chamber members for a Mem-
ber Showcase, contact the Chamber at 706.655.2558




THANK YOU
RENEWING MEMBERS

Hill’s Funeral Home

Greenville

J. Smith Lanier
Manchester

Ben Key

Manchester

March of Dimes
LaGrange

Johnny’s Sheds
Waverly Hall

Kerry James
Greenville

Roosevelt Warm Springs
Warm Springs

Sports Plus+
Physical Therapy
Manchester

Factory Connection
Manchester

FDR’s Warm Springs
Welcome Center

Warm Springs

Soft Skills in Big Demand

In an increasingly global, technological economy, in addition to academic
strength, young people must also be able to work comfortably with people
- from other cultures, solve problems creatively, write and speak well, think

’ in a multidisciplinary way, and evaluate information critically. Further they
need to be punctual, dependable and industrious. “This skill set is the ticket to upward mobility
in the new economy,” says Ken Kay, president of Partnership for 21st Century Skills, a Tucson,
Arizona-based coalition of business and education groups that advocates infusing such skills into
education.

U. S. Chamber Says Global is Good

According to the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, global trade is equivalent to about one-third of our en-
tire economy. Booming U. S. exports generated more than a quarter of U. S. GDP
grown in 2007. Trade supports at least 12 million good-paying American jobs. One in
five U. S. factory jobs depends on exports, and one in three acres of American farm-
land is planted for consumers overseas. The U. S. Chamber urges the business com-
munity to educate the public and make the case for fair trade in which U. S. goods and
services shipped overseas are given the same treatment as those we import. Further it
should be acknowledged that trade dislocates some workers in some industries and
that these workers deserve education and re-training.

Thank you Sheriff Steve Whitlock

Sheriff Whitlock is working with Carol Lane (Meriwether County School System) and Linda Jones
(West Georgia Technical College) to provide WorkKeys Assessments to the Meriwether County in-
mate population. This assessment process will provide the inmates with information about their skill
level in applied math, locating information and reading. Inmates who are interested in increasing
their skill level can then participate in remediation training offered at no cost through West Georgia
Technical College. This project is a component of the Work Ready Community initiative and is ex-
pected to benefit the inmates by helping them to think about and prepare for employment.

Member News:

Congratulations Sherrie Mullis, CIC of Meadows Insurance Agency. Sherrie was
recently recognized for professional leadership and advance knowledge by the So-
ciety of Certified Insurance Counselors. Ms. Mullis was recognized as having more
than 15 years as a designate CIC. Congratulations Sherrie!

Ty Baxley has joined the staff of JoBar Wireless in Manchester as the new office
manager. Contact him at 706-846-2266

Kim Foster has launched a new web site: www.thestudiobykimfoster.com

Congratulations Tab Blackburn of Sports Plus+ Physical Therapy in Manchester.
Tab was selected as one of the National Athletic Trainer’s Association’s 2008 Most
Distinguished Athletic Trainer award recipient. Typical traits in those receiving this
award include dedication, innovation, loyalty and leadership and Tab certainly em-
bodies those characteristics.

Watch for more

Leadership Meriwether Kicks Off September 10th!
Motorcycle Rally October 18th and 19th!

Meriwether County Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 9—91 Broad Street
Warm Springs, GA 31830
706.655.2558
meriwetherchamber@windstream.net

http://meriwethercountychamber.org




